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United States. An explanatory note accompany-
ing the treaty recognized that this provision did not
apply to Belize and her dependencies, and Great
Britain promptly denied that it applied to any
rights she already possessed in Central America,
including the Mosquito protectorate and certain
Bay Islands which were claimed by Great Britain
as dependencies of Belize and by Honduras as a
part of her territory.

In vain did Webster, who succeeded Clayton,
seek an agreement. His term of office passed, and
the controversy fell into the hands of Lord Palmer-
ston, the jingoistic spirit who began at this time
to dominate British foreign policy, and of James
Buchanan, who, known to us as a spineless seeker
after peace where there was no peace, was at this
time riding into national leadership on a wave of
expansionist enthusiasm. Buchanan and Palmer-
ston mutually shook the stage- thunder of ver-
bal extravagance, but probably neither intended
war. Poker was at this time the national American
game, and bluff was a highly developed art. The
American player won a partial victory. In 1856
Great Britain agreed to withdraw her protectorate
over the Mosquitoes, to acknowledge the suprem-
acy of Honduras over the Bay Islands, and to